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A Preference for ‘P’s 
 

Porters, Pickerings and Other Families 
in Staffordshire, Shropshire, Derbyshire, Liverpool 

and Kansas 
 
 
 

Part 2 
 
 
 
 
 
James1 Porter: Little Haywood  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St Martin in the Bullring Birmingham 
 

Once again, we return to the main Porter, line, and the last of our ancestors to 
spend his life wholly in Staffordshire.  James1, the only surviving child of the short-
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lived marriage between Thomas Porter and Sarah Stevenson, was born in 1795.  The 
Colwich register records: 
 
 Bapd was James son of Thomas and Sarah Porter L Hayd 

 

on 26th April of that year. For the next nineteen years of his life, the records are 
silent, until he married a local girl from next-door Stowe by Chartley on 13th August 
1814.  His bride was named Sarah Ansell; she was eight years his senior and six 
months pregnant, which may explain why the two of them apparently decamped to 
Birmingham in Warwickshire to marry at St. Martin’s church, now known as St. 
Martin in the Bullring: 
 

James Porter of this parish bachelor and Sarah Ansell of this parish  
spinster were married… by banns… 

 

Both signed the register, but the witnesses, William and Elizabeth Leaver don’t 
appear to have any family connections. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St Michael and All Angels Colwich 
 
All James1 and Sarah’s children were baptised at Colwich (see tree 15 –p.70).  

James’ occupation is given as farmer on the first three: Thomas - 17th November 
1814; Sarah – 2nd July 1817 and Harriet – 11th May 1819.  For the baptisms of Mary 
Ann – 22nd March 1821, James2 (our ancestor) – 17th February 1823 and William – 
22nd November 1824, the father’s occupation is recorded as farmer and huckster.  
Whereas in America this is a pejorative term, in England, it simply means1: 
 
 A retailer of small goods, in a petty shop or booth, or at a stall; a pedlar, 
 a hawker 
 

                                                 
1 The Shorter Oxford English Dictionary, 1986, Book Club Associated, OUP, Great Britain 



68 
 

so I imagine that James1 had set up a small shop or stall to supplement his income 
from farming and feed his growing family, especially as the 1818 directory2 calls him 
a grocer and flour dealer.   When the last child, Jane, was baptised on 12th August 
1827, James simply called himself a farmer again.  Three of the children died young. 
William was buried at Colwich on 2nd December 1835 aged 11; Mary Anne on 26th 
September 1838 aged 17; and Jane on Boxing Day 1842 aged 15.  While losing infant 
children was all too common, to raise them to reach double figures and then lose 
them before 20 is more unusual, and begs the question as to whether there was a 
common cause for their deaths. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grave of Mary Ann, William and Jane Porter Colwich 
 

James1 Porter made a second appearance in a directory3 in 1834, described as 
follows: 
 
 Porter James, cattle dealer and shopkeeper 
 

After that, he made regular appearances in Pigot’s4, recorded in 1835 and 1842 under 
the heading: 
 

 Grocers and Dealers in Sundries 
 

and in 1850 and 55 as surveyor and agent, in 1851 as surveyor and accountant and 
finally in 1860 as: 
 

                                                 
2 Staffordshire, Parson and Bradshaw Directory volume 3, 1818 
3 History, Gazeteer, and Directory of Staffordshire, Pirehill Hundred, William White, 1834 
4 Pigot’s Directory of Staffordshire 
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 James Porter, land surveyor and collector of taxes 
 

Clearly James1 was keen to make something of himself. 
 
 A whole series of entries in the Colwich Vestry Book5 show James1 Porter 
establishing himself as a pillar of his community.  In 1815, aged only 20, he took on 
the role of Constable for Wolseleyside, a small hamlet in the south of the parish. The 
following year on 8th May 1816 he was signatory to a motion to accept a gift of £200 
towards church repairs from John Sparrow esquire, owner of Bishton Hall, a stately 
18th century pile, now a school.  On 1st November 1819 it was recorded that: 
 
 Mr James Porter produced his headborough accounts which amounted to  

£2 7/6.  It was resolved that they should be allowed and passed. 
 

Headborough is another term for constable.  It is significant, too, that he is afforded 
the title Mr – not a designation given to every man at this time. 
 
 He was a regular attendee of Vestry Meetings right up to 1830, when his 
loyalty was recognised in his appointment as clerk on 12th April 1830, a role he held 
until 15th August 1836: 
 

James Porter appointed Vestry Clerk at a salary of £6 p.a 
 

From this date on, every entry is: 
 

signed on behalf of the meeting by James Porter, vestry clerk  
 

even though he isn’t listed as present at every meeting.  Three further entries in this 
volume show James1’s involvement in parish affairs: 
 
  …that Mr Porter forward to Mr Fowler a copy of the resolution with  

respect to William Hill’s pension 
 

and: 
 
 …. that William Orme be allowed 20/- relief in his sickness and  

that Mr Porter be repaid the 7/- he advanced to him 
 

and finally: 
 
 … that Mr Porter be requested to show the plan to each of the  

above-named gentlemen and inform them of the resolution of this  
meeting 

 

These plans related to alterations of the situations of the reading desk and pulpit; the 
gentlemen in question being Messrs Trubshaw, Mottershaw and Holman.   

                                                 
5 SRO, D874/4/1 Colwich Vestry Book 1807 – 32 



70 
 

Tree 15 - Family of James and Sarah Porter

Sarah
Ansell

Baptism: 24 July
1787

Stowe, Staffs
Married: 13 August

1814
in St. Martin's
Birmingham,

Warwickshire
Died: 4 July 1861
in Little Haywood,

Colwich, Staffs
Burial: 8 July 1861

Colwich, Staffs

James
Porter

Baptism: 26 April
1795

Colwich, Staffs
Died: 26 October

1869
in Little Haywood,

Colwich, Staffs
Burial: 30 October

1869
Colwich, Staffs

Hannah
Butterfield

Born: 30 January
1813

in Reading, Berks
Married: 3 June 1862

in Hixon, Staffs
Died: 25 April 1885

in Colwich, Staffs

James
Porter

Baptism: 17 February
1823

Little Haywood,
Colwich, Staffs

Died: 6 June 1903
in Topeka, Kansas,

U.S.A.
Burial:

Topeka Cemetry,
Kansas, U.S.A.

Ann
Pickering

Baptism: 20 October
1816

Rodington, Salop
Married: 22 January

1855
in St. Nicholas,

Liverpool
Died: 16 September

1905
in Topeka, Kansas,

U.S.A.
Burial:

Topeka Cemetry,
Kansas, U.S.A.

Thomas
Porter

Baptism: 7 November
1814

Colwich, Staffs
Died: 23 January

1882
in Little Haywood,

Staffs

Elizabeth
Brandrick

Married: 1839

Sarah
Porter

Baptism: 2 July 1817
Colwich, Staffs

Died: 1896
in Buxton,
Derbyshire

John
Robinson

Married: 24 March
1840

in Colwich, Staffs

Harriet
Porter

Baptism: 5 November
1819

Colwich, Staffs
Died: 1900
in Buxton

Burial: 17 January
1900

Colwich, Staffs

Benjamin Vale
Saddler

Married: 9 August
1847

in Colwich, Staffs

Mary Ann
Porter

Baptism: 22 March
1821

Colwich, Staffs
Burial: 26 September

1838
Colwich, Staffs

William
Porter

Baptism: 22
November 1824
Colwich, Staffs

Burial: 29 November
1835

Colwich, Staffs

Jane
Porter

Baptism: 12 August
1827

Colwich, Staffs
Burial: 21 December

1842
Colwich, Staffs
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 The following volume of Vestry minutes6 also shows James active in the 
parish.  He was appointed churchwarden in 1836 – and again from 1862-5.  The local 
paper7 notes his re-election on Easter Monday in 1864, and again in 1865 when he 
was appointed churchwarden for the vicar and Thomas Motteshaw for the parish.8 
He was overseer in 1840, constable in 1852, and guardian in 1855 and from 1864-6.  
To be fair, he was more big fish in a little pond than the other way round.  A 
document9 produced in 1851 lists the population of Colwich, showing the proportion 
of the township lying in each parish. Neither is large: 
 
 Little Haywood, Colwich: 72 inhabited houses, 9 uninhabited;  

335 males, 309 females, total 644 
Little Haywood, Stowe: 22 inhabited houses, 31 uninhabited;  
51 males, 45 females, total 96 

 

 James1 also owned sufficient property to vote.  It is significant perhaps that 
the first time he did so was in 1833, the year after the Reform Bill10, which: 
 
 gave the vote in towns only to men who occupied property with an annual  

value of £10, which excluded six adult males out of seven from the voting  
process  

 

Poll Books of the time record not only that someone voted, but how.  So the relevant 
volume for the Hundred of Pirehill South11 shows: 
 
        M B R 

Colwich, No 4567, Porter James, Little Haywood  1 1 
 

At this distance in time, I cannot work out whether this shows him to be Whig or 
Tory.  He voted again in 186812: 
 

 Weston Upon Trent Polling Division no 37, Colwich, Rugeley: 
James Porter, Little Haywood, parish of Colwich 

 

 On 17th August 1832, James1 was involved in the setting of the church rates 
for the parish of Colwich, Haywood Division13.  He seems to be the only signatory 
without a specific role, unless it means that he was acting for the parishioners: 
 
 A rate and assessment for the necessary repairs of the church of the  

said parish of Colwich and for other purposes in the several acts  
of parliament mentioned relating to the churchwardens of the said  

                                                 
6 SRO, D874/4/2 Vestry Meetings Minutes, Colwich, 1833 – 1922 
7 http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/, 9.4.1864   
8 http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/, 29.4.1865 
9 SRO, D 240/E/C/75/1-5, Population of Colwich, 1.3.1851 
10 http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/pathways/citizenship/struggle_democracy/getting_vote.htm  
11 SRO, Poll Book and Register, Stafford, 1833 
12 SRO, West Staffordshire Poll Book, 1868 
13 SRO, D 24 A/PC/902 – 7,  Colwich Rates, 1781 – 1836 

http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/
http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/pathways/citizenship/struggle_democracy/getting_vote.htm
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parish of Colwich made and assessed the 17th day of August 1832 at  
the rate of 2 ½ d in the pound for the year commencing June 1832. 
Made by us:   George Hodson, vicar 

   
Walter Yates              )  Churchwardens 

     Thomas Hodgkinson) 
   

Thomas Shawe ) Overseers of the Poor 
  John Wetton  ) 
 
  James Porter  ) Parishioners 
     )  
  

 A month later, James1 made the first of numerous appearances in the 
Staffordshire Advertiser14 signing as secretary an announcement from a meeting of the 
Board of Health held in Colwich vestry on 24th September.  The gist of the 
announcement was that: 
 
 It having been observed in other places that CHOLERA has broken out  

immediately after Wakes, Races, and other Festivities, the Board deems  
it highly expedient that the customary MICHAELMAS WAKES be  
OMITTED for the present year. 

 
Ten years later, when, under the Parish Constables Act, the local worthies were 
looking for a mature respectable and active man to be constable15 of Colwich at a 
salary of £50 per annum, candidates were requested to send their testimonials to: 
 
 Mr JAMES PORTER, Assistant Overseer 

  
In 1841 James1 and his family appeared in the census16 under the heading 

Little Haywood in the parish of Colwich.  He was recorded as a shopkeeper aged 45, 
with Sarah aged 50, Harriet aged 20 and Jane aged 14.  All were born in county.  The 
next entry on the page is presumably for James and Sarah’s son Thomas, a butcher, 
and his wife Elizabeth, although as the place is designated Colwich in the parish of 
Stowe, it is crossed out and entered again on a page17 dealing purely with Stowe 
parish entries. 
 
 To complete son Thomas’ story, he married Elizabeth Brandrick of Blithfield 
in the Lichfield registration district in 1839.  This must have happened while she was 
living in Little Haywood shortly after she was the victim of a: 
 
 FELONIOUS ATTACK ON A FEMALE18 
 

                                                 
14 http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/, 29.9.1832  
15 http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/, 8.10.1842 
16 http://home.ancestry.co.uk/, HO 107/995/17, 1841 census, Colwich 
17 http://home.ancestry.co.uk/, HO 107/995/17, 1841 census, Colwich 
18 http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/,  26.10.1839 

http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/
http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/
http://home.ancestry.co.uk/
http://home.ancestry.co.uk/
http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/
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According to the newspaper report, one Roger Elsmore was charged with assaulting 
her.  The paper described her as: 
 
 a modest looking young woman, and who gave her evidence in a very  

becoming manner. She said that she lived with her uncle, Thomas  
Hawkins, at Little Haywood, and that on Wednesday morning, the 18th  
Sept. she left her uncle's between seven and eight o'clock, to go to Mr  
Yates, at Haywood Park-farm, for a cheese. 

 

Evidently she was assailed by the defendant who grabbed her around the neck and 
threw her to the ground as the paper says coyly: 
 
 with intent 
 

Fortunately, a little girl came by and Elsmore ran away. He was found guilty at the 
assizes and sentenced to 12 months hard labour. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

William and Jane Porter and their mother Elizabeth’s headstone - Colwich 
 

Upwardly mobile like his father, Thomas was a butcher in 1841, but by 186119 
he had moved to Aston in Birmingham where he was listed as a game dealer.  He 
was still in Aston in 187120, but recorded as an owner of houses.  There were two 
children from the marriage, Jane born in 1843 and William in 1845. Both died young 
and are buried in the churchyard at Colwich near to other Porter graves.  In old age, 
Thomas returned to his roots.  Widowed, he is recorded living in a cottage in Little 
Haywood in 188121, next door to his step-mother, Hannah Porter, who is the same 

                                                 
19 http://www.findmypast.co.uk/, RG9/2181, 1861 census, Aston 
20 http://www.findmypast.co.uk/, RG10/3158, 1871 census, Aston 
21 http://home.ancestry.co.uk/, RG11/2691, 1881 census, Colwich 

http://www.findmypast.co.uk/
http://www.findmypast.co.uk/
http://home.ancestry.co.uk/
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age as he is - 66.  He gives his occupation as Retired Game Dealer.  He died at Little 
Haywood on 23rd January 1882.  His will22 was proved in May that year at Lichfield 
by local solicitor James William Gardner of Rugeley and William Sproston, farmer of 
Little Haywood.  Initially his estate was valued at £1,096 15/5, but was re-sworn 
later at £696 15/5.  The National Probate Calendar calls him a gentleman, but this 
may simply mean that he had retired. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sarah Porter: ‘Mrs Robinson, father’s sister’ 
 

James1 and Sarah's daughter Sarah had also married before the 1841 census 
was taken.  Strangely, it was the Leicester Journal23 which recorded the event: 
 
 Tuesday week, at Colwich church, Mr John Robinson, Mercer and  

Draper, of Burton on Trent, to Sarah, eldest daughter of Mr James Porter,  
of Little Haywood. 

  
‘Tuesday week’ was 24th March 1840 and bride’s sister Harriet was one of the 
witnesses.  The couple settled initially in Rugeley.  John was still a draper in 185124 
as evidenced in the census for Burton upon Trent, where he was recorded with his 
wife, and children John, James and Thomas.  By 186125 there was another son, 
William, and Sarah was working alongside her husband as a milliner. By 187126 the 
children had left home but the parents were still working as draper and milliner in 

                                                 
22 http://home.ancestry.co.uk/, National Probate Calendar 
23 http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/, 3.4.1840 
24 http://www.findmypast.co.uk/, H0 107/2012, 1851 census, Burton on Trent 
25 http://www.findmypast.co.uk/, RG9/1964, 1861 census, Burton on Trent 
26 http://www.findmypast.co.uk/, RG10/2903, 1871 census, Burton on Trent 

http://home.ancestry.co.uk/
http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/
http://www.findmypast.co.uk/
http://www.findmypast.co.uk/
http://www.findmypast.co.uk/
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St. Modwen’s in Burton upon Trent.  After John's death in July 1871 Sarah went to 
live with her sister Harriet in Hanley27 but by 189128 she was living in Buxton with 
her son John, who at 48 was enumerated as a retired draper.  Her death was 
recorded in the Chapel en le Frith registration district, which includes Buxton, in the 
October quarter of 1896.  An American descendant of James Porter sent me a copy of 
a photo marked on the back as: 
 
 Mrs Robinson, father’s sister 
 
The most likely person to fit this description, given the age of the sitter and the fashion she is 
wearing, would be Sarah Porter. 
 

The third child in this family was Harriet. Born in 1819, she married widower 
Benjamin Vale Saddler at Colwich on 9th August 1847; one of the witnesses was her 
brother-in-law John Robinson.  Her marriage was also reported in the Staffordshire 
Advertiser29: 
 
 On Monday, the 9th instant, at Colwich, by the Rev. Henry Hutchins, Mr.  

Benjamin V. Saddler, of Horninglow, near Burton-upon-Trent, to Harriet,  
second daughter of Mr. James Porter, of Little Haywood 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The site of Etruria Wharf 
 

Saddler was a wharfinger, i.e. the owner or keeper of a wharf and the person 
in charge of receiving and shipping merchandise there.  The census returns show 
him to have been based at Etruria, where Josiah Wedgwood set up his fourth pottery 
works, and built Etruria Hall as his home.  It seems likely, therefore, that Benjamin 
Sadler was mainly involved in shipping fine china.  Given that my great-
grandmother Harriet gave her address as Etruria when she eloped with my great-
grandfather, I assume she was staying with her aunt – who must either have 

                                                 
27 http://home.ancestry.co.uk/, RG11/2724, 1881 census, Stoke upon Trent 
28 http://home.ancestry.co.uk/, RG12/2778, 1891 census, Buxton 
29 http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/, 14.8.1847 

http://home.ancestry.co.uk/
http://home.ancestry.co.uk/
http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/


76 
 

colluded with her namesake or been mortified when she found out what her niece 
had done. 

 
The Etruria Museum30 website gives a flavour of the wharf in Saddler’s time: 
 

 …Jesse Shirley’s Bone and Flint Mill (Etruscan Mills) … was an important  
supplier to the pottery and agricultural industries from the early 1800s to  
2011. It [the museum] is located at the junction of the Trent and Mersey and  
Caldon Canals which since their opening in the 1770s has provided an ideal  
location for various industries due to its excellent transport link. Etruria  
Wharf, located on the site of the present car park, was very important  
in the conveyance of goods to and from the various factories in Etruria,  
Shelton and Hanley. A horse drawn wagon tramway ran across what is now  
Etruria Vale Road, between the houses on the opposite side of the road and  
up the hill to Hanley.  

 

British History Online31 gives the following information: 
 
 There were three or four small houses around the Ridge House in the  

western part of Shelton township c. 1680, but the village of Etruria nearby  
was the creation of Josiah Wedgwood after his purchase of the Ridge  
House estate in 1767—'a colony newly raised where clay-built man subsists  
on clay'. On the west bank of the Trent and Mersey Canal, then still under  
construction, and just off the Newcastle-Leek road, Josiah opened his  
pottery works in 1769; on the rising ground to the east of the canal he built  
Etruria Hall; and on either side of the main road between the Fowlea Brook  
and the canal he erected cottages for his workmen. Seventy years later  
Etruria was in the main still a village of one street containing 'about 120  
workmen's dwellings . . . with an inn and some houses of a better class for  
farmers, clerks and others'. 

 
 Benjamin and Harriet give their address as Etruria Vale in 185132, Etruria 
Wharf in 186133, when they have a daughter Harriet living with them, Vale Road 
Shelton in 187134 and Etruria Vale Wharf House in 188135.  Benjamin died in the 
same year on 13th March.  The National Probate Calendar36 gives his address as 
Wharf House Etrurick Vale! and values his personal estate at under £600.  His 
executor was brother-in-law John Robinson of 169 High Street Burton on Trent, 
draper.  After his death Harriet moved to Buxton37 to live with her married daughter 
Harriet and her husband Alexander Gregg.  When she died, at 12 St James Terrace 
Buxton on 14th January 1900, probate was granted to her daughter Harriet Gregg and 
showed an estate worth £1,993 7 shillings. 

                                                 
30 http://www.etruriamuseum.org.uk/history/the-etruria-industrial-museum-site/  
31 http://www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/staffs/vol8/pp142-154#p9  
32 http://home.ancestry.co.uk/, H0 107/2005, 1851 census, Stoke on Trent 
33 http://home.ancestry.co.uk/, RG 9/1935, 1861 census, Stoke on Trent 
34 http://home.ancestry.co.uk/, RG 10/2864, 1871 census, Stoke on Trent 
35 http://home.ancestry.co.uk/, RG 11/ 2724, 1881 census, Stoke on Trent 
36 http://home.ancestry.co.uk/, National Probate Calendar 
37 http://home.ancestry.co.uk/, RG12/2778, 1891 census, Buxton 

http://www.etruriamuseum.org.uk/history/the-etruria-industrial-museum-site/
http://www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/staffs/vol8/pp142-154#p9
http://home.ancestry.co.uk/
http://home.ancestry.co.uk/
http://home.ancestry.co.uk/
http://home.ancestry.co.uk/
http://home.ancestry.co.uk/
http://home.ancestry.co.uk/
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As a child, going on holiday, I can remember passing Buxton and being told 
by my father: 
 
 That's Buxton; Nana had an aunt who lived there. 
 

It would seem she had two great aunts there as well.   
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Benjamin and Harriet Saddler’s headstone - Colwich 
 

We will go back to the story of James2 Porter later. In the meantime, we return 
to James1.  In 1834, he appeared in the Staffordshire Advertiser38 listed as a member of 
the Haywood Association.  The paper and announces that: 

 
The annual meeting of this Association, will be held at Mr JAMES WARD’S, 
the Clifford's Arms Inn, GREAT HAYWOOD, on Saturday, the 21st instant 
 

A fairly long list of names following is headed by the Earl of Lichfield, and at the 
bottom it says: 
 
 Dinner on the table at two o'clock 

 

He also appeared on more personal matters.  In 183439 the following was posted in 
the paper: 
 

FIVE POUNDS REWARD. - Stolen or strayed, on or about the 24th inst.,  
out of a Field near Rugeley, a Three-year-old, half horn brinded HEIFER,  

                                                 
38 http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/, 14.6.1834 
39 http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/, 31.5.1834 

http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/
http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/
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white along the back, high on the rumps, rather thin, has a long coat, milk  
in her elder [sic], and a cast iron knob on one horn. If strayed, whoever  
will restore her, or give information where she can be found, to Mr  
JAMES PORTER, Little Haywood, shall be handsomely rewarded for their  
trouble, and all reasonable expenses paid. If stolen, whoever will give 
 information so that the offender or offenders may be apprehended and  
convicted, shall, on such conviction, receive a reward of Five Pounds from  
the said JAMES PORTER, over and above the reward allowed by the  
Haywood Association for the prosecution of felons. 

 

A similarly personal story appeared in 184740, when one of his sheep apparently 
produced six fine lambs in one go, although four were stillborn and one died shortly 
after. The ewe also succumbed but one lamb survived!  A final personal article was 
printed in 186141: 
 
 LOST, on Thursday last (supposed to be Stolen), a dark brown SPANIEL  

DOG, about nine months old; has a great deal of care about his legs, and  
answers to the name of “Bob.” Whoever has found him and will restore  
him to Mr JAMES PORTER, of Little Haywood, shall be handsomely  
REWARDED for their trouble; and whoever detained him after this notice  
will be prosecuted. 

 
From the 1840s onwards James appeared regularly in the local paper, usually 

as the person to apply to for details about the sale of land, property, etc.  This would 
fit his known occupation as surveyor and land agent.  In 1861 he was called on to 
give evidence as a surveyor in a court case involving the South Staffordshire Water 
Works Company42 and the reservoir being built on Cannock Chase; he confirmed 
measurements cited by the plaintiff, Mr Lowe. He also appeared occasionally, as in 
1847, as the person to whom nominations to the board of guardians should be sent43. 
 

The Tithe Apportionment documents of 1845 survive for the parish of 
Colwich. The map44 shows both his house on the crossroads at the centre of Little 
Haywood township (now Meadow Lane and Main Road) and the various plots of 
land he owned. The schedule45 is annotated: 

 
The Reference for this Tithe Rent Charge was got by James Porter,  
Little Haywood 

 

James’ holdings are listed as follows: 
 
     A    R P Payable Payable  
       To Vicar  to appropriator 

                                                 
40 http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/, 20.3.1847 
41 http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/, 30.11.1861 
42 http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/, 19.1.1861 
43 http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/, 13.3.1847 
44 SRO, D1274/2/1, Tithe Apportionment Map, 1845, Colwich 
45 SRO, D874/9/1, Tithe Apportionment, 1845, Colwich 

http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/
http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/
http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/
http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/
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826 Upper Ridding Meadow  4   0     0 4/5  7/1 
    7     Plantation and Pit    19  
   8     Far Ridding Pasture  3   0     26 13/4 
   9     Middle Ridding Pasture  2   3      4          

870 Garden    18 
     1     Garden         24 3/3 
     2     Garden    15 
     3     Near Ridding Pasture     2   0 26 
     4     Barns and rickyard  5 
     5 Little Riddings Meadow 1   3     33 
    1066 House, stable, coach house (in hand)        

7 
    1067 Carthouse        “ 4 
     7A 2R 18P    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Lamb and Flag Little Haywood 
 

A R and P stand for acres, rods and perches under the old imperial measure for area.    
Although it is possible to pinpoint the location of James1’ house, the building he 
would have known has long been replaced with something more modern.  Opposite 
is an 18th century pub now called The Lamb and Flag but at one time  the  Lichfield 
Arms which is described46 as having an early 19th century shopfront.  It is tempting to 
think that maybe this is where James1 ran his grocer’s shop. He may have acquired 
the freehold of this and other properties (which appear in his will) in 184247 when 
the Staffordshire Advertiser announced: 
 
  TO BE SOLD BY AUCTION 
  by Mr JOHN SIMPSON 

At the LICHFIELD ARMS INN, LITTLE HAYWOOD, on Wednesday  
the 30th day of November, 1842, at five o'clock…. 
THE above mentioned INN, at LITTLE HAYWOOD on the Lichfield  
and Stone Turnpike road, called the “LICHFIELD ARMS”, in the  

                                                 
46 http://www.britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/  
47 http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/, 26.11.1842 

http://www.britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/
http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/
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occupation of Mr John Hibbert, with bedrooms capable of making up  
30 beds, Stabling upwards of 40 horses, and every requisites for an  
extensive business 

 

Along with a malt house there are: 
 
 FIVE DWELLING HOUSES, with Huckster’s Shop, Bakehouse,  

Blacksmith’s shop, and various other buildings… and the land  
adjoining thereto… 

 

The whole property comprised 7751 square yards and there were an additional three 
lots with plans for building, of 860 square yards each and fronting onto the road 
leading to Haywood Ford.  The mention of the huckster’s shop ties in nicely with the 
occupation given him on some of his children's baptisms.   
 
 The farmland which appears on the tithe apportionment map stayed in his 
possession until 186348 when it was advertised as: 
 
 A very compact and valuable FREEHOLD ESTATE, situated in Little  

Haywood aforesaid, in the parishes of Colwich and Stowe, occupied by  
Mr George Derry and Mr James Porter 

 

The tithe plan entries with numbers and acreage are then listed, and the piece ends: 
 

 This lot is about half a mile from Colwich station, is bounded on the  
north and east by lands of the Earl of Shrewsbury and Talbot, on the  
south by land of the Earl of Lichfield, and on the west by the road  
leading from Little Haywood to Coley. The whole (except the gardens)  
is very rich old turf, and in a high state of cultivation. It commands  
views of Cannock Chase and the surrounding country not to be  
surpassed, and forms a most excellent site for the erection of residence.  
There is a valuable right of common on Cannock Chase, which, it is  
probable, will be shortly enclosed. The land tax is redeemed, and the  
tithe apportionment of the whole is only £1.13s and 9d. 

 

The previous week the paper49 had flagged up the sale by auction of the Lamb and 
Flag, also known as the Lichfield Arms, scheduled for 26th November 1863.  The 
property outlined is the same as that advertised in 1842, and is said to be in the 
occupation of Mr George Derry and others.  The date of the auction is the same one 
mentioned later in his will when he gifts the inn to his son James2.  Given that James1 
appeared to be already in possession, it’s not clear quite what was going on.  
However, he was presumably the sole owner at the time at which he wrote his will. 
  

                                                 
48 http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/, 14.11.1863 
49 http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/, 7.11.1863 

http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/
http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/
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In 1845 James1 felt constrained to write a letter of explanation to the editor of 
the paper50, claiming that he had been misrepresented in the paper’s report of the 
inquest on one Thomas Matthews. He writes: 
 

 I am represented to have stated that “I had seen the boy,” which was  
not the case.  And, also, that I in the parish had been taken in by a pauper, 
on a previous occasion, which is likewise erroneous.  I stated that “I had  
on a previous occasion taken in the pauper for the night.”  Your correction  
of these errors in your next publication will oblige, 

 

The paper responded that the report had been copied from the depositions; it's 
interesting to note that as many careless errors got into print nearly 200 years ago as 
they seem to now.  However, James1 himself was not above making errors. In 1854 
he wrote to the editor apologising that: 
 
 In my report of the state of the nuisances… it is stated that the houses and  

yards of William Randolph, William Wilcox, and Joseph Yates, at Grindley,  
were in the same condition as on my former visit of those places. The houses  
should have been omitted, as my observations at the time were intended to  
apply to the yards only. This was an unintentional error on my part, which,  
through you, I beg leave to correct.51 

 

By 185152 all his surviving children had left home, so he was enumerated at 
Turnpike Road in Little Haywood as follows: 

 
James Porter H   M  55 Freehold farmer of 15  Staffs, Colwich 

     acres employing no labourer 
Sarah Porter W  M 62 Farmer’s wife   Staffs, Colwich 
Jonathan Turner serv U 21 farm servant   Staffs, Berkswill 

 

In 186153, only James1, aged 63, building surveyor, and his wife Sarah, aged 72, were 
at home when the enumerator came to call. In the same year he paid the Colwich 
Tithe Rent Charge54 as occupier and owner, paying an apportioned rent charge of 
3/3.  Entries continue up until the year of his death in 1869. 
 
 On 4th July 1861, his wife Sarah died.  The certificate states her to be: 
 
 Sarah Porter, female, 73 years, wife of James Porter land surveyor 
 

suffering from heart disease for several years, and also some kind of dementia 
although the qualifying word is illegible.  Presumably there had been a nurse in 
residence as the person registering the death was Ann Wenlock who made her mark 

                                                 
50 http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/, 5.4.1845 
51 http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/, 18.3.1854 
52 http://home.ancestry.co.uk/, H0 107/1999, 1851 census, Colwich 
53 http://home.ancestry.co.uk/, RG 9/1909, 1861 census, Colwich 
54 SRO, D874/2/16, Colwich Tithe Rent Charge 

http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/
http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/
http://home.ancestry.co.uk/
http://home.ancestry.co.uk/
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and stated that she had been present at the death in Little Haywood. She was buried 
on 8th July as: 
 
 Sarah, wife of James Porter of Little Haywood, aged 73 
 

The Staffordshire Advertiser55 reported her death: 
 
 On the 4th instant, aged 73, Sarah, the beloved wife of Mr James Porter,  

of Little Haywood 
 

 In less than a year, James1 had married again. The wedding took place at 
nearby Hixon on 3rd June 1862: 
 
 James Porter full age Widower Surveyor Little Heywood Colwich  

Thomas Porter Farmer [sic] 
 Hannah Butterfield Spinster Wychdon Lodge  

Willm Butterfield Shoe maker 
 

Hannah was definitely the younger model, having been born in Reading in 1813, 
only a year before James1’s eldest son.  He lived a further seven years after his 
second marriage but died on 26th October 1869 at Little Haywood.  The certificate 
provided a firm link to the next generation in Liverpool: 
 
 James Porter, male, 74 years, Proprietor of houses, Chronic Bright’s  

disease of kidneys, fatty degeneration of the heart. ?PM certified,  
James Porter present at the death 14 Marsden St Liverpool 

 

He was buried at Colwich on 30th October 1869.  His headstone at St Michael's and 
all Angels, Colwich is now in poor condition, some of the slate having fallen away; 
however it is possible to still read around the edge: 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

James Porter’s headstone - Colwich 

                                                 
55 http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/, 6.7.1861 

http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/
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Because I live, ye shall live also 
 

and in the centre: 
 

In memory of 
   Porter 
   Haywood 
   October 26th 1869 
   74 years 
 

The back of the stone lists other members of the family: 
 
 Mary Ann Porter, daughter of James and Sarah Porter, d 26.9.1838  

aged 17 yrs. 
 William Porter, their son, d 29.11.1835 aged 11 yrs. 
 Jane Porter, their daughter, d 21.12.1842 aged 15 yrs. 
 Matt. ch. 24 v. 44. 
 

which reads: 
 
 Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think not the  

Son of man cometh 
 

Nearby are headstones for Sarah, wife of Thomas Porter, who died in 1797, and their 
son William; Benjamin and Harriet Sadler; and William and Jane, children of 
Thomas and Elizabeth Porter. 
 
 Unsurprisingly, James1 Porter left a detailed will56.  He appointed James 
Gardner of Rugeley, gent. and Hugh Smith Turnock, farmer of Hixon, his son James2 
Porter, draper of Liverpool, and John Robinson, draper of Burton upon Trent, as his 
executors.  He willed to his wife Hannah: 
 
 all provisions in my dwelling house in which I reside the time of my death 
 

along with life use of all plate, furniture, linen, household effects, money banked in 
her name, a house and bottom garden occupied by Frederick Harper, along with all 
the residue of his real and personal estate, a legacy of £50 and an annuity of £25 to be 
paid quarterly.  This was to be funded from rents on two tenements in Little 
Haywood and several of the fields which appear on the tithe apportionment.   
 

His son James2 was given: 
 
 All that messuage and dwelling house known as the Lichfield Arms Inn  

and outbuildings, yard, garden etc. at Little Haywood with cottages,  
gardens and hereditaments adjoining 

 

                                                 
56 Principal Probate Registry, Will of James Porter of Little Haywood, 1870 
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His son Thomas was willed 15 acres of garden and £900 to be paid by his brother 
James2: 
 
 as agreed on a charge on the said hereditaments on 26th November 1863 
 

Harriet Sadler was to receive £800 to be invested so that she could receive the 
interest and a codicil gave Sarah Robinson £96 for her separate use and an extra 
legacy to Hannah.  The initial will was signed by James1 on 4th January 1865 and 
witnessed by Frederick Harper, Arthur Longhurst and Charles Bell. The latter was 
the solicitor's clerk.  The codicil was added on 1st April 1869.  Probate was granted to 
all four executors on 18th February 1870 with the estate valued at under £1,500.  
 
 Interestingly, before probate had even been granted, an advert went into the 
local paper57 about the sale of household furniture, brewing vessels, and other effects 
at the Lichfield Arms. These were listed as the property of Mr J. Machin, presumably 
the tenant, who was leaving the property.  Perhaps he didn't relish the change of 
landlord. 
 
 The now familiar Staffordshire Advertiser noted James1’s death, and the 
Staffordshire Sentinel and Commercial and General Advertiser58 followed suit a week 
later: 
 
 On the 26th ult., At Little Haywood, Mr James Porter aged 74 

 
 Hannah continued to live at Little Haywood until her death on 24th April 
1885.  Her will59 was proved by one of the executors, John Robinson, her 
stepdaughter's son. She left an estate worth just over £280. 
 
 
 
Ansell – Stowe parish  
 

 The next distaff digression deals with Sarah Ansell’s family (see tree 16 – 

p.86).  On the male side they have proved elusive, hailing from Stowe-by-Chartley 
parish whose register has suffered considerable damage over the years.  The village 
is a small one, with a population of just over 400 in 2011; its main claims to fame 
seem to be the brief imprisonment of Mary Queen of Scots at Chartley Hall in 1586 
and Chartley Moss, the largest example of a floating peat bog in Britain60. 
 

Sarah’s great-grandparents may have been a shadowy Robert and Sarah 
Ansell.  This couple baptised two sons – Robert and Samuel – on 16th September 1723 
and 24th July 1725.  Then, after a lull of twelve years – which may be down to gaps in 

                                                 
57 http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/, 30.10.1869 
58 http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/, 30.10.1869 & 6.11.1869 
59 http://home.ancestry.co.uk/, National Probate Calendar 
60 http://www.stowe-by-chartley-pc.gov.uk/the%20parish.htm  

http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/
http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/
http://home.ancestry.co.uk/
http://www.stowe-by-chartley-pc.gov.uk/the%20parish.htm
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the register - a son George was baptised, on 7th October 1737.  Robert may have been 
overseer for the poor in Stowe parish61 in 1730, and it may be his son George who 
was Sarah’s grandfather, but if so, he married at the tender age of 16. 
 
 The Colwich register records the marriage of: 
 
 George Ansell of Colwich, Elizabeth Hall of Colwich, married by banns  

with consent of parents, by John Clement, vicar. 
 

The reference to parental consent fits with the groom being a minor; presumably 
Elizabeth was too, though her parentage and birth are unknown. Both parties made 
their mark, though, which sits less comfortably with George’s supposed father being 
overseer of the poor, though presumably literacy was not at that time a necessary 
prerequisite for the post. 
 
 Not much is known about George and Elizabeth.  Their first child Elizabeth 
was baptised privately on 7th February 1755 at Stowe and married William Williams 
there on 9th August 1771 – which would make her a young bride as well.  Sarah’s 
father Thomas came next.  He was baptised at Colwich on 10th April 1757, the only 
member of his family not to be baptised at Stowe.  However, his father’s abode is 
given as Hixon, a township in Stowe parish.  His brothers George and William were 
baptised on 7th September 1759 and 4th October 1761 respectively at Stowe.  A final, 
child was baptised there in April 1767. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St John Stowe by Chartley 
 

George presumably struggled to make ends meet, as the Vestry Minutes 
Book62 notes on 11th July 17773: 
 
 At a parish meeting it was ordered that George Ansell shall have 1/- a week

                                                 
61 SRO, D 14/A/PO/1, Stowe Overseers’ Accounts 1670-1730 
62 SRO, D 24/A/PV/1, Colwich Vestry Minutes Book 
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Tree 16 - Descendants of George and Elizabeth Ansell

?Robert
Ansell

?Mary

George
Ansell

Born: 1737
Baptism: 7 October

1737
Stowe, Staffs

Burial: 16 April 1788
Stowe, Staffs

Elizabeth
Hall

Married: 29 April
1754

in Colwich, Staffs
Burial: 27 November

1785
Stowe, Staffs

?Robert
Ansell

Born: 1723
Baptism: 16

September 1723
Stowe, Staffs

?Samuel
Ansell

Born: 1725
Baptism: 24 July

1737
Stowe, Staffs

Elizabeth
Ansell

Born: 1755
Baptism: 1755
Stowe, Staffs

William
Williams

Married: 9 August
1771

in Stowe, Staffs

Thomas
Ansell

Born: 1757
Baptism: 10 April

1757
Colwich, Staffs

Burial: 15 August
1809

Stowe, Staffs

Jane
Hodgson

Born: 1765
in Colwich, Staffs

Baptism: 21 August
1765

Colwich, Staffs
Married: 7 August

1786
in Colwich, Staffs

Burial: 16 February
1830

Stowe, Staffs

George
Ansell

Born: 1759
Baptism: 7

September 1759
Stowe, Staffs

William
Ansell

Born: 1761
Baptism: 4 October

1761
Stowe, Staffs

Unknown
Ansell

Baptism: 1763
Stowe, Staffs

Sarah
Ansell

Baptism: 24 July
1787

Stowe, Staffs
Died: 4 July 1861
in Little Haywood,

Colwich, Staffs
Burial: 8 July 1861

Colwich, Staffs

James
Porter

Baptism: 26 April
1795

Colwich, Staffs
Married: 13 August

1814
in St. Martin's
Birmingham,

Warwickshire
Died: 26 October

1869
in Little Haywood,

Colwich, Staffs
Burial: 30 October

1869
Colwich, Staffs

Alice
Ansell

Born: 1788
Baptism: 12 July

1788
Stowe, Staffs

James
Wright

Married: 25 January
1819

in Colwich, Staffs

Mary
Ansell

Born: 1791
Baptism: 25 February

1791
Stowe, Staffs
Died: 1854

in Great Haywood,
Staffs

Burial: 11 October
1854

Colwich, Staffs

John
Jemison

Married: 25
December 1813

in Colwich, Staffs

Thomas
Ansell

Born: 1793
Baptism: 29

December 1793
Stowe, Staffs

Mariah
Ansell

Born: 1796
Baptism: 22 February

1796
Stowe, Staffs

George
Ansell

Born: 1796
Baptism: 28 February

1796
Stowe, Staffs

Died:
in Hixon, Staffs

Burial: 7 May 1833
Colwich, Staffs

William
Ansell

Born: 1798
Baptism: 29 July

1798
Stowe, Staffs

Ann
Ansell

Born: 1801
Baptism: 3 May 1801

Stowe, Staffs

Jane
Ansell

Born: 1803
Baptism: 20 March

1803
Stowe, Staffs
Died: 1887

George
Taverner

Married: 15 October
1832

in Stone, Staffs

John
Ansell

Born: 1805
Baptism: 26 May

1805
Stowe, Staffs
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His wife Elizabeth was buried at Stowe on 27th November 1785 and George followed 
her on 16th April 1788. 
 

 Although it is clear that Sarah was the child of Thomas Ansell and Jane 
Hodgson, the waters are somewhat muddied by the presence in Stowe of another 
Thomas, also living in Hixon township. This man, who was literate where our 
Thomas was not, married Thomasin James in 1771 and she was the only beneficiary 
of his will63, so presumably there were no children.  Both documents bear his 
signature.  He appears as a village worthy in the matter of the sale of pews in the 
parish register, was a church warden and signed the accounts for the overseers64.  In 
addition, presumably it is he who appears in the Rugeley Fair Toll Book65 selling a 
four year old gelding for £19 12/-. 

 
 Sarah’s father Thomas married on 7th August 1786 at Stowe-by-Chartley; his 

bride came from an adjacent parish: 
  
 Thomas Ansell of this parish, bachelor and Jane Hodgson of Weston upon  

Trent spinster married by banns by E. Lewes, minister.  
 
Both made their mark, and the witnesses were Thomas Yates and John Harding - 
who was a regular signatory.  Sarah was born around 10 months later, and baptised 
at Stowe on 24th June 1787. 
 

Eight siblings followed, all christened at Stowe.  First was Alice, baptised 12th 
July 1789; she married James Wright at Colwich on 25th January 1819.  Mary, 
baptised on Christmas Day 1791 also married at Colwich, in 1813, to John Jemison 
and also on Christmas Day.  They were enumerated, in 1841 and 1851, at 
Shugborough Hall66, John Jameson (74 in 1851) was a gardener.  When Mary died in 
1854, James Porter was her executor67.  Thomas, who married a girl named Sarah, 
and appeared with her as a gardener on the 1851 and 61 censuses68 at Castle Church, 
was baptised on 29th December 1793.  George, baptised 28th February 1796 reached 
adulthood, but was buried, aged 36 and from Hixon, on 7th May 1833.  Next came 
William – 29th July 1798 and Ann – 3rd May 1801.  Jane, baptised 20th March 1803, 
married George Taverner at Stone on 15th October 1832.  A final child, John, was 
baptised on 26th May 1805. 
 
 Thomas’ wife Jane was buried on 16th February 1831 at Stowe, and sometime 
after that he moved in with his married daughter Jane who, in 184169 was living with 
her husband George Taverner, a joiner (born in Stafford), and their children: Francis, 
Sarah and Mary.  Thomas was enumerated as an agricultural labourer, aged 85.  

                                                 
63 SRO, B/C/11, Will of Thomas Ansell of Stowe, 1809 
64 SRO, D14/A/PC/1, D14/A/PO1 & 2, Stowe Churchwardens’ and Overseers’ Accounts 
65 SRO, D603/X/1/8, Rugeley Fair Toll Book, 1760s – 80s 
66 http://home.ancestry.co.uk/, HO 107/994 & HO 107/1999, 1841 & 51 census, Shugborough  
67 http://findmypast.co.uk, Index to Death Duty Registers 
68 http://home.ancestry.co.uk/, HO 107/1999 & RG9/1908, 1851 & 61 census, Castle Church 
69 http://home.ancestry.co.uk/, HO 107/994/11, 1841 census,  Colwich  

http://home.ancestry.co.uk/
http://findmypast.co.uk/
http://home.ancestry.co.uk/
http://home.ancestry.co.uk/
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Interestingly, their address is given as the township of Hixon in Colwich rather than 
Stowe, another example of the complicated boundaries in the area. 
 

 Thomas lived for another nine years, dying on 30th May 1850.  His death was 
registered by another married daughter, and the certificate records: 
 
 Thirtieth May 1850, Hixon, Colwich, Thomas Ansell, male, 95 years, labourer,  

disease of the heart, hydrothorax, certified, Mary Jamieson, present at the  
death, Shugborough, Colwich, 31st May 1850 

 

a slightly exaggerated age; he was really only 93 – still an achievement.  He was 
buried at Stowe: 
  
 Thomas Ansell, Hixon, June 2, 95 years 

 
 
 
Hodgson and Bullock – Colwich and Milwich 
 
 Jane Hodgson’s family can be traced a little further than her husband’s (see 

tree 17 – p.91).  She was baptised on 21st July 1765 at Colwich as: 
 
 Jane daughter of Sampson and Ann Hodgson of Great Haywood 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Essex Bridge Great Haywood – the packhorse bridge over the Trent 
 
All but one of Jane’s siblings were baptised at Colwich:  Mary on 9th October 1759, 
Ann on 5th March 1762, Sarah on 26th June 1768, Kitty on 24th November 1775, and 
finally William on 15th February 1778.  The parents married, rather inconsiderately in 
terms of research, at St. Mary Stafford, with his surname appearing as its variant: 
 
 The said Sampson Hodson of this parish bachelor, Husbandman, and Ann  

Bullock of the parish of Colwich spinster were married in this church by  
Banns 
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Both made their mark.  One witness is a regular; the other is illegible, but may be 
called something like Peckerson or possibly Peeterson.  Banns had been published 
on 7th, 14th and 21st December. 
 
 It is fortuitous that they decided to baptise their eldest son, John, at 
Sampson’s home parish of Milwich on 27th November 1756 as it leads us to 
Sampson’s roots.  John married Mary Greatholders in Colwich on 30th July 1782 and 
witnessed his sister Mary’s wedding to Walter Broom there on 4th October two years 
later.  A third Colwich wedding saw Ann married to John Clark on 26th January 
1787.  Lydia and William both died young, the former being buried the day she was 
baptised and the latter on 10th February 1787.  
 
 Milwich is a small parish.  The hearth tax in 1666 recorded fewer than 60 
householders eligible to pay, although almost half as many again were exempt due 
to poverty70.  I suspect the number of families was not much greater when Sampson 
was born.  An elder sibling with the same name was baptised on 18th May 1727, but 
presumably died as in 1729 the register subsequently records: 
 
 Sampson ye son of Richard Hodgson and Margery his wife Baptised  

January ye 30th  
 

You might think that with such a distinctive name, the parish clerk would get it 
right, but when Sampson died in 1807, the Colwich register entry for his burial 
reads: 
 
 March 12th Buried was Samuel Hodgson from Great Hayd 

  
 The paucity of information about Sampson suggests a relatively humble 
family and this is borne out by what is known of his father Richard, although the fact 
that he married by licence could suggest otherwise (or possibly simply widowhood): 
 
 …Roger Haldron of Milwich Co. Stafford Husbandman and John Doe…  

dated 17th May 1721… 
…that Richard Hodgson of the parish of Milwich in the co. of Stafford and  
Margery Cotton of the same parish… [may marry] at Milwich… 

 

and the service duly took place: 
 
 Richard Hodgson and Margery Cotton married June ye 8th  
 

The family began with Mary – baptised 6th August 1721, then John – 9th August 1724, 
the first Sampson – 18th May 1727, the second Sampson – 30th January 1729, Richard 
– 18th February 1732, William – 28th December 1735, Joseph – 24th April 1738 and 
finally George – 9th August 1742. William and Joseph appear as Hodson in the 
Milwich parish register but Hodgson in the BT's. 

                                                 
70 https://milwich.info/welcome/about/  

https://milwich.info/welcome/about/
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All Saints Milwich 
 

Despite producing so many children, Richard apparently suffered from ill-
health, and was presumably unable to earn a sufficient living. He and his family 
appeared regularly in the overseers’ accounts71: 
 

9.12.1729 Given Richard Hodgson in his illness  4/- 
28.12.1729 Pd Richard Hodgson towards a load of coals 5/- 

  Richard Hodgson hath 2/- a week pd him at that time 
       3 week’s pay  6/- 
  Pd Richard Hodgson a month’s pay    8/- 

1742? Pd for Richard Hodgson’s house rent         £1 5/- 
  Pd to John Cotton for Richard Hodgson’s house        £1 5/- 

24.3.1745 Richard Hodgson being very ill   5/- 
9.5.1745 For a neck of veal for Richard Hodgson                8d 
11.5.1745 Pd Richard Hodgson of the Heath   5/- 

  Pd for a load of coals for Richard Hodgson of the Heath 5/- 
  Pd Richard Hodgson of the Heath, his wife being ill  6/- 

Pd Sarah Ruskin? For tending Richard Hodgson’s wife 6/- 
Pd Richard Hodgson more     2/- 
Pd Elizabeth Flint for tending Richard Hodgson’s wife 1/6 

15.5.1745          Pd for half a strike of wheat for Richard Hodgson  
for mill with       3/9 

Pd to John Cotton for Richard Hodgson’s house rent 
2 years that was unpaid     £2 10/- 

 26/27.1.1752 For house rent for Richard Hodgson   15/- 
26/27.1.1752 Pd Richard Hodgson’s house rent   15/- 
9.3.1753 Pd Richard Hodgson’s house rent   15/- 
1754  Pd Richard Hodgson’s house rent   15/- 
1757  A load of coals for Richard Hodgson   8/- 
26.2.1757 Richard Hodgson’s rent    15/- 
16.4.1758 Richard Hodgson’s rent    15/- 
1759  To Thomas Haldern Richard Hodgson’s rent 15/-

                                                 
71 SRO, D917/6/1, Milwich Overseers’ Accounts, 1729-1851 
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Tree 17 - The Cotton and Hodgson families

John
Cotton

Burial: 29 July 1727
Milwich, Staffs

Mary
Burial: 14 September

1714
Milwich, Staffs

Mary
Cotton

Born: 1690
Baptism: 20 March

1690
Milwich, Staffs

Edward
Cotton

Born: 1693
Baptism: 10

November 1693
Milwich, Staffs

Thomas
Cotton

Born: 1695
Baptism: 10

December 1695
Milwich, Staffs

Margery
Cotton

Born: 1701
Baptism: 29 October

1701
Milwich, Staffs

Burial: 21 May 1791
Milwich, Staffs

Richard
Hodgson

Married: 18 June
1721

in Milwich, Staffs
Burial: 4 March 1780

Milwich, Staffs

Mary
Hodgson

Born: 1721
Baptism: 6 August

1721
Milwich, Staffs

John
Hodgson

Born: 1724
Baptism: 9 August

1724
Milwich, Staffs

Sampson
Hodgson

Born: 1727
Baptism: 18 May

1727
Milwich, Staffs

Sampson
Hodgson

Born: 1729
in Milwich, Staffs

Baptism: 30 January
1729

Milwich, Staffs

Ann
Bullock

Born: 1736
in Colwich, Staffs
Baptism: 28 May

1736
Colwich, Staffs

Married: 31
December 1755

in St. Mary Stafford,
Staffs

Burial: 4 April 1787
Colwich, Staffs

Richard
Hodgson

Born: 1732
Baptism: 18 February

1732
Milwich, Staffs

William
Hodgson

Born: 1735
Baptism: 28

December 1735
Milwich, Staffs

Joseph
Hodgson

Born: 1738
Baptism: 24 April

1738
Milwich, Staffs

George
Hodgson

Born: 1742
Baptism: 9 August

1742
Milwich, Staffs

John
Hodgson

Born: 1756
Baptism: 27

November 1759
Milwich, Staffs

Mary
Greatholders

Married: 30 July
1782

in Colwich, Staffs

Mary
Hodgson

Born: 1759
Baptism: 9 October

1759
Colwich, Staffs

Walter
Broom

Married: 4 October
1784

in Colwich, Staffs

Ann
Hodgson

Born: 1762
Baptism: 5 March

1762
Colwich, Staffs

John
Clark

Married: 26 January
1787

in Colwich, Staffs

Jane
Hodgson

Born: 1765
in Colwich, Staffs

Baptism: 21 August
1765

Colwich, Staffs
Burial: 16 February

1830
Stowe, Staffs

Thomas
Ansell

Born: 1757
Baptism: 10 April

1757
Colwich, Staffs

Married: 7 August
1786

in Colwich, Staffs
Burial: 15 August

1809
Stowe, Staffs

Sarah
Hodgson

Born: 1768
Baptism: 26 June

1768
Colwich, Staffs

Kitty
Hodgson

Born: 1771
Baptism: 24

November 1771
Colwich, Staffs

Lydia
Hodgson

Born: 1775
Baptism: 28 May

1775
Colwich, Staffs

Burial: 28 May 1775
Colwich, Staffs

William
Hodgson

Born: 1778
Baptism: 15 February

1778
Colwich, Staffs

Burial: 10 February
1787

Colwich, Staffs
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Given this catalogue of disasters, it would have seemed likely that the burial of the 
Richard Hodgson in 1758 referred to this man, but in fact it is a child of his son 
George.  Richard appears to have survived until 1780 so either he recovered or the 
overseers got fed up of supporting him. The register doesn't elucidate, simply 
records that on 4th March 1780 was: 
 
 Richd Hodson buried 
 

The only Margery Hodson who appears in the Milwich register is buried on 21st May 
1791.  If this is our Margery, despite a long period of poverty, she lived to a ripe old 
age, as she had been baptised at Milwich on 29th October 1701 the daughter of John 
and Mary Cotton.  Cotton, even more than Hodgson or Hodson, was a common 
name in the area, not surprisingly given that the parish contained a hamlet by the 
name of Coton.  John and Mary had at least three other children: Mary – baptised 
20th March 1690, Edward – 10th November 1693 and Thomas – 10th December 1695.  
There was probably another son as John Cotton junior appears as the father of 
several infants in the register born between 1718 and 1724.  John senior was buried 
on 29th May 1727 but his wife had died several years earlier and was buried on 14th 
September 1714 as: 
 

Mary, wife of John Cotton 
 

 Not much is known about the family of Sampson Hodgson's wife, Ann 
Bullock (see tree 18 – p.93). She was baptised at Colwich on 28th of May 1736 as the 
daughter of Richard2 and Ann Bullock of Great Haywood. Strangely, the 
abbreviation ‘jnr’ appears after the parents’ names, but there was no other Richard 
Bullock baptising children at this time, and it doesn’t appear against any of the 
siblings’ entries, so maybe it’s an error.  When Ann died, she was buried at Colwich 
on 4th May 1787 as Ann Hodgson of Great Haywood.   
 

Ann’s father Richard2 was probably the son of another Richard1 who baptised 
a number of children at Colwich in the late 1600s. His son Richard’s entry on 27th 
July 1686 reads: 
 

Richard the son of Richard Bullocke by his wife was then baptised 
 

His three siblings were Mary, baptised on 15th October 1689, Ann – 12th October 1692 
and Edward 26th July 1696.  Fortunately this last entry supplies a wife’s name – Jane 
– and it is no doubt she who is buried on 23rd June 1740 at Colwich as a pauper 
widow from Great Haywood.  Her husband evidently pre-deceased her, but there is 
no sign of his burial. 
 

Richard2 seems to have married twice.  His first wife, named Margaret, was 
buried at Colwich on 19th May 1729 as: 
 
 uxor Richardi Bullock Haywood Magna sep 
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Tree 18 - The Bullock family

?Richard
Bullock

Margeret
Burial: 19 May 1728

Colwich, Staffs

Richard
Bullock

Ann

Mary
Bullock

Born: 1730
Baptism: 29

September 1730
Colwich, Staffs

Lydia
Bullock

Born: 1732
Baptism: 7 March

1732
Colwich, Staffs

Burial: 20 February
1733

Colwich, Staffs

Jane
Bullock

Born: 1734
Baptism: 15 October

1734
Colwich, Staffs

Ann
Bullock

Born: 1736
in Colwich, Staffs
Baptism: 28 May

1736
Colwich, Staffs

Burial: 4 April 1787
Colwich, Staffs

Sampson
Hodgson

Born: 1729
in Milwich, Staffs

Baptism: 30 January
1729

Milwich, Staffs
Married: 31

December 1755
in St. Mary Stafford,

Staffs

Edward
Bullock

Born: 1738
Baptism: 27

December 1738
Colwich, Staffs

John
Bullock

Born: 1741
Baptism: 29

September 1741
Colwich, Staffs

 
I have not been able to find this marriage or his subsequent one to Ann, the mother 
of his children. All the baptisms, which took place at Colwich, give Great Haywood 
as the family's address.  Mary was baptised on 9th September 1730, when her father 
would have been 44 years old; Lydia on 7th March 1732, Jane on 15th October 1734, 
Ann on 28th May 1736, Edward on 27th December 1738 and finally John on 29th 
September 1741.  In his old age, Richard2 also needed help from the parish; two 
extracts from the vestry minutes72 refer to him, the first on 20th November 1758 and 
the second on 1st April 1759: 
 
 At the same time it was ordered that the following list of paupers and account  

of coals should be placed in the parish book;  
Great Haywood side: 

  Richard Bullock, 1/- 
 

and: 
 
 At a vestry meeting this day held, it was agreed that Richard Bullock should  

have a load of coals 
 

He was buried later in the year, on 2nd December: 
 
 Buried was Richard Bullock a pauper of Great Haywood 

 
With Richard1 and Jane the trail ends for this branch of the family, and 

concludes the story of those of Harriet Porter’s paternal family who lived their 
whole lives in Staffordshire. 
 
 
 

                                                 
72 SRO, D24/A/PV1, Colwich Vestry Minutes Book 
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James2 Porter: From Colwich to Kansas  
 

James2 Porter was baptised at St Michael and all Angels, Colwich, on 17th 
February 1823 (see tree 19 – p.96).  The register notes that the family was living at 
Little Haywood, his father was a farmer and huckster, and that the ceremony was 
carried out by J Pitchford.  Presumably he spent his childhood in his home village, 
but it seems likely that he had contact with his grandfather Thomas, who was a 
tailor, as he evidently decided to follow in his footsteps. 
 

In 1841, aged 18 but with this rounded down to 15 for the census73, he was 
enumerated at Market Street in Lichfield as assistant to John Mann, Linen Draper.  
Presumably, he completed a successful apprenticeship, as by the time his first 
daughter Julia Ann was born on 3rd December 1846 he was living at Vineyard Road 
in Wellington and calling himself a mercer.  There is no name on the birth certificate, 
but it must have been this child who was baptised as Julia Ann on 10th March 1847 at 
Wellington.  The register gives James’ occupation as draper and the address as 
Vineyard Lane.  A map of the town74 dated around 1838 shows Vineyard Lane with 
few buildings on it and mainly surrounded by fields, orchards and woods.  On 
neither certificate nor register does it mention the fact that James and Julia's mother 
were not yet married.  Ann Porter, as she called herself, was a widow, born Ann 
Pickering, and married until 1841 to Thomas Boote.  There must have been an 
intention to wed and possibly some sort of ceremony did take place if a marriage 
announcement in a Shropshire newspaper75 published in Shrewsbury in March 1846 
is to be believed: 

 
On the 5th inst. at Liverpool, James, second son of Mr. Porter, of Heywood, 
Staffordshire, to Mrs Ann Boote, second daughter of Mr. Joseph Pickering,  
butcher, Wellington 

 

However, no ceremony appears in General Registration records or any other on-line 
source. As Julia was born in the December, Ann was not already pregnant when the 
notice appeared.  Maybe the announcement was put in by her parents as a cloak of 
respectability; maybe by the couple themselves although they had decided not to 
wed.  Ann and James didn't finally marry until 1855. 
 
 When Harriet was born, on 11th February 1849, James was working as a 
draper in Burton on Trent High Street.  Burton lay on the River Trent, on the border 
between Staffordshire and Derbyshire.  It was a bigger town, though not by much, 
than Wellington, but was poised for growth as the brewing industry began to 
expand.  So perhaps, as well as being a return to James’ home county, this move was 
seen as a step up, especially as they were now to establish themselves on the High 
Street.  In 1857, Burton was described as follows76: 

                                                 
73 http://home.ancestry.co.uk/, HO 107/1008/2,  1841 census, Lichfield 
74 http://www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/salop/vol11/pp204-211  
75 http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/ , Eddowes's Journal, and General Advertiser for 
Shropshire, and the Principality of Wales , 11.3.1846 
76 http://www.burton-on-trent.org.uk/category/miscellany/1857-whites-directory  

http://home.ancestry.co.uk/
http://www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/salop/vol11/pp204-211
http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/
http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/search/results/1846-03-05/1846-03-20?newspaperTitle=Eddowes's%20Journal%2C%20and%20General%20Advertiser%20for%20Shropshire%2C%20and%20the%20Principality%20of%20Wales
http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/search/results/1846-03-05/1846-03-20?newspaperTitle=Eddowes's%20Journal%2C%20and%20General%20Advertiser%20for%20Shropshire%2C%20and%20the%20Principality%20of%20Wales
http://www.burton-on-trent.org.uk/category/miscellany/1857-whites-directory
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 A well-built market town of considerable antiquity, is pleasantly situated on  
the west bank of the Trent…  considerably improved during the last 25 years,  
several New Streets have been made, many old buildings removed, and  
handsome houses erected on the sites. The principal streets are, High Street, 
Horninglow Street, New Street, Station Street, Lichfield Street, and Bridge  
Street; the former is the principal thoroughfare, being well flagged and paved,  
and contains many handsome houses, shops, and excellent inns; it is of  
considerable length, and runs parallel with the river from north to south. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Holy Trinity Burton on Trent 
 

Harriet’s certificate describes her as the daughter of James Porter and Anne 
Porter, late Boote, formerly Pickering, so clearly the couple gave out that they were 
married.  Harriet was baptised at the long-demolished Holy Trinity Burton on Trent 
on the 25th March 1849.  By the time her first brother was born, inevitably called 
James3, the family had moved to Liverpool, where the new baby was baptised at St 
Peter's Church on 13th April 1851. 
 
 Presumably Ann was heavily pregnant on census77 night – March 30th - as 
James Jnr is not recorded at 16, Great Homer Street, West Derby, Everton, Kirkdale. 
Instead, the household contains: 
 
 James Porter  H M 28 Draper  Sts, Colwich 

Ann Porter  W M 31   Sal, Withington 
Julia Porter  Dau U 3   Sal, Withington 
Harriet Porter  Dau U 2   Burton on Trent 
Jane Francis  Serv U 16   Ormskirk 

 

Great Homer Street today is a long straight, inner-city road running parallel to the 
Docks which has changed over the years. A map of 1847 shows the road at the very 
edge of the built-up part of the city.  It also formed the boundary between catholic 
(by the docks) and protestant (Everton) areas. Two years later, sometime early in 
1853, another daughter, Sarah Jane, was born, but I have not found her baptism.

                                                 
77 http://home.ancestry.co.uk/, HO 107/2198/2, 1851 census, Everton 

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/2b/Holy_Trinity_Church_Burton_on_Trent.jpg
http://home.ancestry.co.uk/
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Tree 19 - The family of James and Ann Porter

James
Porter

Baptism: 17 February
1823

Little Haywood,
Colwich, Staffs

Died: 6 June 1903
in Topeka, Kansas,

U.S.A.
Burial:

Topeka Cemetry,
Kansas, U.S.A.

Ann
Pickering

Baptism: 20 October
1816

Rodington, Salop
Married: 22 January

1855
in St. Nicholas,

Liverpool
Died: 16 September

1905
in Topeka, Kansas,

U.S.A.
Burial:

Topeka Cemetry,
Kansas, U.S.A.

Julia Ann
Porter

Born: 3 December
1846

in Withington,
Shropshire

Baptism: 10 March
1847

Wellington,
Shropshire

Died: 7 December
1928

in Topeka, Kansas

Robert Barnabus
Service

Born: 1843
Married: 1866
in Liverpool
Died: 1899

in West Derby,
Liverpool

Harriet
Porter

Born: 11 February
1849

in High St. Burton on
Trent, Staffs

Died: 4 August 1887
in 178, Beacon Lane,

Everton, Lancs

Richard
Park

Born: 2 December
1838

in 17, Slater St.
Liverpool, Lancs

Baptism: 9 December
1838

St Peter's R.C.
Liverpool, Lancs

Married: 19 August
1865

in Register Office,
Stoke on Trent, Staffs

Died: 10 January
1907

in 8, Jersey St,
Bootle, Lancs

James
Porter

Baptism: 13 April
1851

Liverpool, Lancs
Died: 31 October

1918
in Topeka, Kansas

Eliza
Davies

Married: 23 May
1871

in Everton
Died: 17 October

1907
in Topeka, Kansas

Sarah Jane
Porter

Born: 1853
in Liverpool, Lancs

Died: Aft. 1904

John Thomas
Williams

Married: 4 April
1874

in Colwich, Staffs
Died: 17 April 1904

in Hampstead

William James
Porter

Baptism: 12 October
1856

Liverpool
Died: 1932

in Topeka, Kansas

Emily
Pike

Married: 1889
in Topeka, Kansas

Alfred Sutton
Porter

Born: 5 December
1858

in Liverpool, Lancs
Baptism: 15 October

1858
St Peter's Liverpool
Died: 6 March 1930

in Riley County,
Kansas

Clara
Laughlin

Married: 23 October
1883

in Manhatten, Kansas
Died: 7 January 1939

in Riley County,
Kansas
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At some point, with four children already, James and Anne finally decided to 
regularise their relationship.  They chose to do this at St Nicholas Church in 
Liverpool, some distance away from where they were then living in Rice Street 
(inland from Lime Street, while the church was close to Prince’s Dock).  It initially 
seems as if they were trying to be ‘cloak and dagger’ about their marriage, but in fact 
their local church, St Luke, did not conduct weddings at this time while St Nicholas 
was seen as the main Liverpool venue for marriages.  The certificate, dated 21st 
January 1855, reads: 
 

James Porter, full age, bachelor, draper, Rice St, James Porter, farmer  
Anne Boote, full age, widow, Rice St, Joseph Pickering, butcher. 
Married in the church of St. Nicholas after banns.  W.R. Duncan, curate.   
Witnessed: Richard Edwards, Sarah Ashbrooke X. 

 

It may be significant that neither of the witnesses appear to be members of the 
family. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St Nicholas Liverpool 
 

In the same year, a James Porter was listed78 as a contributor, to the tune of £1 
1/-, to the: 
 

FUND for the RELIEF of the SUFFERING POOR resident in this WARD  
[Lime Street]… A subscription list [was] opened [and] the money so  
collected is to be distributed in food, fuel etc., by a house to house  
visitation. 

 

Of course, this may be another charitable James Porter, but asking the local 
shopkeepers would be a likely move for those wishing to raise money. 
 
 The following year79 James2’s name appeared in the paper again, though this 
time clearly identified as: 

                                                 
78 http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/, Liverpool Mercury, 2.3.1851 
79 http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/, The Liverpool Mail, 23.2.1856 

http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/
http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/


98 
 

 James Porter outfitter 

 
He was one of a very long list of signatories protesting to the Mayor of Liverpool 
about a bill introduced into the House of Commons which threatened to: 
 
 deprive the Corporation of this Borough of the Properties in Town  

Dues and Anchorage… to which they have been declared to be entitled,  
and that without compensation or other equivalent… 

 

The list runs to over six columns of a full-sized newspaper page, so feelings were 
obviously running high. 
 
 Around 18 months later, another son was born.  William was baptised on 12th 
October 1856 at St. Peter’s Liverpool, and followed two years later by Alfred Sutton, 
born 15th October and baptised 5th December 1858, also at St. Peter’s.  The address 
given in both instances was Warren Street, though on the latter entry James is 
described as a salesman rather than a draper.  I do not know the significance of 
Alfred’s unusual second name. 
 
 By 1861, James2 had moved his family to 84 Finch Street, a much more central 
location not far from Lime Street. The census80 shows a much larger household, and 
some anomalies in comparison to the previous one. James is now 37, a clothier and 
outfitter; Anne is 41 but her place of birth is given as Wellington rather than 
Withington. Eldest daughter Julia is recorded as Lydia, also born Wellington.  She 
and her sister Harriet are both listed as scholars, as are three of the four new 
additions to the family, all born in Liverpool. These are James, aged 10, Sarah J aged 
eight, William, aged five and Alfred S aged two.  Also living with them is Ann's 
widowed mother, Ann Pickering, aged 73 and giving her place of birth as 
Wellington.  Two boarders complete the household: 41-year-old William Johnson, a 
bookkeeper from Congleton in Cheshire, and Ann Johnson aged 40, also from 
Wellington. 
 

James2 must have acquired the property at 72 Whitechapel in Liverpool, 
(which became his place of business for at least twelve years) somewhere around or 
after 1860 when the contents – grocery goods - were advertised for sale.  According 
to the local paper, an auction81 was to take place on 10th October 1860 of all the stock.  
Whether James had already acquired the premises, or did so afterwards, is 
uncertain.  At around this time, he began raising awareness of his business by 
advertising in the papers.  In June 186282 the following appeared: 
 

Buy the scotch wool 
Cheviot Trousers 

at 12s 6d 
Either Ready Made or Made to Measure, at 

                                                 
80 http://home.ancestry.co.uk/, RG9/2691, 1861 census, Liverpool 
81 http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/ , Liverpool Daily Post, 9.10.1862 
82 http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/, Liverpool Daily Post, 5.6.1862 

http://home.ancestry.co.uk/
http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/
http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/
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James Porter and Co.’s, 
72 Whitechapel 72 

Liverpool, 
Corner of Charles-Street 
N.B. No machine work 

 

A few days later, his name appeared in the paper83 again, this time as the victim of 
crime: 
 
 Mary Mitchell was sent to prison for four months and William Henry for six  

months for stealing a coat belonging to James Porter, clothier, Whitechapel 
 

In October, almost in defiance of the above, he placed an advert84 for: 
 
 Coats at 16s 6d made to order 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Whitechapel 

 
Theft was a problem for retailers, especially if their employees were not 

entirely honest.  In November 1867 a report85 from the Liverpool Police Courts 
recorded a: 
 
 THEFT FROM A SHOP DOOR. – A man named James Smith was charged  
 with having stolen an overcoat of the value of 54s from the shop of Mr.  

James Porter, clothier, Whitechapel.  On Saturday night the coat was hanging  
inside the shop door.  The prisoner took it from the hook and ran away 
with it.  He was pursued by the son of the prosecutor, overtaken, captured  
and given into the custody of a police-officer.  The prisoner dropped the 
coat upon the ground as he was being pursued.  He now said he was drunk, 
and took hold of the coat for the purpose of examining the lining, when it 
dropped from the wall.  He had been twice previously committed, and the  

                                                 
83 http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/ , Liverpool Mercury, 15.6.1862 
84 http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/ , Liverpool Mercury, 17.10.1862 
85 http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/ ,Liverpool Daily Post 26.11.1867 

http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/
http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/
http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/
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first time sent to a reformatory.  He was now sent for trial. 
 

This may have been an isolated incident but it seems more likely that there was 
some collusion as only a few days earlier the following had appeared in the press86: 
 
 THE LATE ROBBERIES BY AN OUTFITTER’S PORTER. – John Finnegan,  

late an assistant in the shop of Mr James Porter, clothier and outfitter,  
Whitechapel, who had been remanded on the previous Friday on the charge  
of having stolen a large quantity of property from his master’s shop, was  
again brought up.  Several other cases of theft having been discovered, the  
case was now fully gone into, and the prisoner was committed for trial at the 
sessions. 

 
Two years earlier, a somewhat cryptic series of adverts87 appeared in the press as 
follows: 
 
 Parties coming from a distance to PURCHASE WINTER CLOTHING at  

JAMES PORTER & CO.’S ESTABLISHMENT are informed that the SHOP 
is at the corner of CHARLES-STREET, No. 72, WHITECHAPEL, Liverpool. 
We find this Caution requisite, as other people in the neighbourhood are 
using our name and deceiving the public. 

REMEMBER 
72  WHITECHAPEL  72 

CORNER OF CHARLES-STREET 
 

Whether others were really using his name or whether this was a clever marketing 
ploy can only be guessed at.  Business was presumably good at this time, as in the 
same year he placed an advert88 for staff: 
 
 WANTED, a Cutter for Ready-made ad Order Trade, for a branch shop.  – 
 Apply at James Porter and Co’s., 72, Whitechapel 

 
James continued to be mobile, although, unless he ‘lived over the shop’, it is not 
always clear which addresses are residential and which commercial.  For example, in 
1868 he appeared in the Poll Book89, presumably (unless he had bought property in 
his home area as an investment) voting on the strength of property previously 
belonging to his father, as: 
 

James Porter jnr, 7, Daulby St, London Rd, Liverpool.  Parish of Stowe  
 

In the same year, a directory90 recorded him as: 
 
 James Porter and co. clothiers and outfitters, 72, Whitechapel, Liverpool 
 

                                                 
86 http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/, Liverpool Daily Post, 23.11.1867  
87 http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/, Liverpool Mercury, 17.1.1865 
88 http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/, Liverpool Daily Post, 25.10.1865 
89 SRO, West Staffordshire Poll Book, 1868 
90 Reference unknown 

http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/
http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/
http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/
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Tree 20 - Julia Ann Porter's family

Julia Ann
Porter

Born: 3 December
1846

in Withington,
Shropshire

Baptism: 10 March
1847

Wellington,
Shropshire

Died: 7 December
1928

in Topeka, Kansas

Robert Barnabus
Service

Born: 1843
Married: 1866
in Liverpool
Died: 1899

in West Derby,
Liverpool

Eleanor Ann
Service

Born: 1866
Baptism: 5

September 1866
Liverpool, Lancs

Frederick James
Service

Born: 1868
Baptism: 26 July

1868
Liverpool, Lancs

Robert Walter
Service

Born: 1872
Baptism: 24 June

1873
Liverpool, Lancs

George Bernard
Service

Born: 1876
Baptism: 13 May

1878
Liverpool, Lancs

William Alfred
Service

Born: 1878
Baptism: 13 May

1878
Liverpool, Lancs

Ethel Gertrude
Service

Born: 1882
Baptism: 15 April

1887
Liverpool, Lancs

Florence Gertrude
Service

Born: 1884
Baptism: 15 April

1887
Liverpool, Lancs

Henry Herbert
Service

Born: 1887
in Liverpool, Lancs

He continued to place entries in the directories at this address from 1870-72, though 
the street directory refers to him as a tailor.  In 1870-2 he was clearly doing well, as 
he also had a shop as an outfitter at 14 Marsden Street Liverpool. 
 
 Marsden Street was also presumably his home by then, as it is at this address 
that he and his family were enumerated in 1871.  The older three children had left 
home, but James, aged 48, outfitter, born Colwich, head of household, with wife 
Ann, 53 - for once correctly citing Rodington as the parish where she was baptised – 
head the list, followed by the three younger children – Sarah, 18, William, 14 and 
Alfred, 12.  Also at the address are Harriet’s oldest child, Bertha (granddaughter 
aged 4), and an Irish-born servant, Ann Cash.  It would seem at this phase of his life 
that James was respectable, relatively prosperous and settled, which makes it all the 
more strange that, two years later, he and Ann, and some of their children, decided 
to up-sticks and head for a new life in the United States. 
 
 Before we follow this part of the story, it is perhaps right to deal with those 
who chose to stay behind, at least initially.  Harriet’s story will be covered elsewhere, 
but her two sisters, Julia Ann and Sarah Jane had put their roots down in England.  
Julia had married builder Robert Barnabus Service in Liverpool early in 1866, and by 
the time the 187191 census was taken, they were living in West Derby with three 
children: Eleanor, Frederick and Robert (see tree 20 – p. 101). In 188192 they were in 
Toxteth Park, with two more sons: George and William.  Ten years later93 they were 
living at 170 Beacon Lane, Everton, only five doors away from where Harriet’s last 
child, my grandmother, was born in 1882.  I don’t know whether the two families’ 
time in the road overlapped or not.  There were three more children in the family: 
Ethel, Florence and Henry. 

 
 Robert Service died in 1899.  Julia seems to have moved to Kansas a few years 
after his death, following her parents, several siblings and two of her sons, Robert 
and Henry. However, there were evidently some return journeys as well and on 3rd 

                                                 
91 http://home.ancestry.co.uk/, RG10/3847, 1871 census, West Derby 
92 http://home.ancestry.co.uk/, RG11/3651, 1881 census, Toxteth Park 
93 http://home.ancestry.co.uk/, RG12/2956, 1891 census, Everton 

http://home.ancestry.co.uk/
http://home.ancestry.co.uk/
http://home.ancestry.co.uk/
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August 1922, aged 76, Julia sailed from Liverpool for New York for the final time on 
the Cunard ship Camania94.  She gave her address as 25 County Road Walton.  She 
died in Topeka on 7th December 1928, and was buried in the cemetery there.   Her 
death95 was reported in the local paper, the Topeka Daily Capital on 8th December as 
follows: 
 

Mrs. Julia Service Dead 
Aged Woman Was Born in England December 3, 1846 
 
Mrs. Julia Ann Service, 82, died at the home of her son, H.H. Service, 1515  
McVicar avenue Friday night. She was born in Wellington, Shropshire,  
England, December 3, 1846, and had been a resident of Topeka since  
November, 1904. 
 
She is survived by three daughters, Mrs. John Bamber, Mrs. Florence  
Taylor and Miss Nettie Service, Liverpool, Eng.; four sons, R.W. and H.H.  
Service, Topeka; William and George Service, Liverpool, Eng.; and two  
brothers, William L. Porter, Topeka, and Alfred Porter, Manhattan. 

 

A family story from one of Henry’s descendants says that the two boys, Robert and 
Henry, stowed away to get to America, but in fact at least one of them was taken 
there by their maternal grandparents.  Robert sailed steerage with James2 and Ann in 
1884 on the City of Rome.  I’m not sure when Henry emigrated. 
  
 Sarah Jane Porter married John Thomas Williams on 4th April 1874.  The 
ceremony took place at St. Michael and All Angels, Colwich, a choice which might 
have been prompted by the fact that her parents were due to sail for America about a 
fortnight later and had probably sold up their Liverpool property.  The marriage 
certificate, which is witnessed by both James2 and James3, refers to James senior as a 
retired draper.  John Thomas Williams was a clerk, born in Denbeighshire in Wales, 
so it is something of a mystery as to how the couple met.  By 188196 the couple were 
living in London, in Alma Street, St. Pancras and John was working as an 
accountant’s clerk.   
 
There were no children from the marriage, which may have influenced their decision 
to bring up my grandmother, Gertrude Evelyn Park, after Harriet died in 1887.  In 
189197, the couple were living in Shirlock Road, St. Pancras, with Gertrude as part of 
the household.  In 190198 the three were still living together, but now in Constitution 
Road in Hampstead.  John Thomas Williams died in Hampstead at 133 Constantine 
Road, Hampstead on 17th April 1904, a year after Sarah Jane had witnessed 
Gertrude’s marriage to Louis George Grainge.  Probate was granted to Sarah on 4th 

                                                 
94 http://home.ancestry.co.uk/, Outward Passenger Lists 1890-1960 
95 http://www.findagrave.com/    
96 http://home.ancestry.co.uk/ , RG 11/212, 1881 census, Marylebone 
97 http://home.ancestry.co.uk/ , RG12/137, 1891 census, St. Pancras 
98 http://home.ancestry.co.uk/ , RG13/122, 1901 census, Hampstead 
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Tree 21 - James Porter junior's family

Eliza
Davies

Died: 17 October
1907

in Topeka, Kansas

James
Porter

Born: 1851
Baptism: 13 April

1851
Liverpool, Lancs
Married: 23 May

1871
in Everton,
Liverpool

Died: 31 October
1918

in Topeka, Kansas

Edward
Davies

Born: Abt. 1867
in Liverpool,

Lancs

Elizabeth
Porter

Born: 25
November 1871

in Liverpool,
Lancs

Louise
Porter

Born: 29 March
1873

in Liverpool,
Lancs

James
Porter

Born: Abt. 1876
in Kansas

George
Porter

Born: Abt. 1878
in Kansas

Ada
Porter

Born: Abt. 1880
in Kansas

Nellie
Porter

Born: March 1882
in Kansas

Charles
Porter

Born: February
1884

in Kansas

June; the estate was valued at £273 1/ 2d.  I have not been able to trace her after this 
date. 
 

As has been intimated, in 1874, James2, his wife Ann, his sons James3, William 
and Alfred Sutton, left England for America.  James3 was already married with two 
daughters – Elizabeth and Louise - born on 25th November 1871 and 29th March 1873 
respectively (see tree 21 – p. 103). Both were baptised at St. Peter’s – February for 
Elizabeth, May for Louise.  James3 and his bride, Eliza Davies, had wed at St. 
Augustine’s in Everton on 23rd May 1871, when he was just 20.  Both he and his 
father James2 are described on the certificate as clothiers.  Curiously, though, James3 
is described as a widower, This seems unlikely given his age, but a marriage 
between a James Porter tailor, father James Porter clothier, and a Catherine McAvoy 
did take place at St Augustine, Everton on 29th August 1869.  Furthermore, it was 
witnessed by Eliza Davies.  By 1871, though, when the census was taken99, he was 
living in Kilshaw Road Everton, joint head with John Davies.  He was enumerated as 
a widow and a clothier, and also in the household was 24 year old Eliza Davies, 
daughter to John, and four year old Edward, grandson. 
 

The family arrived in America on April 29th 1874, on board the SS Egypt100 (a 
fact corroborated many years later when William applied for a passport, although he 
is listed as coming from Egypt!).  Not surprisingly, they departed from Liverpool, 
and sailed to New York via Queenstown in Ireland.  The thought of travelling in 
steerage conditions with two infants beggars the 21st century imagination.  In 
addition, Ann at 55 would have probably been considered quite elderly at that time.  
The master of the ship, Frederick Grogan, listed the group on his manifest, not 
entirely accurately, as Eliza, married these three years, is listed as a spinster, her 
daughter Elizabeth appears as Minnie – which may have been a nickname - and one 
of the party’s names is illegible: 

 
Name Age Sex Occupation Country of  Country to Part of vessel 

                                                 
99 http://home.ancestry.com/, RG10/3821, 1871 census, Everton 
100 http://home.ancestry.com/, Immigration Records, Line 11; Microfilm 398; List no. 387 
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        Yrs  M    Origin  Inhabit  Occupied 
James Porter 51 M Labourer England US  Steerage 
Ann    “ 55 F Wife  “  “  “ 
James “ 23? M Labourer “  “  “ 
Eliza “ 25 F Spin?...  “  “  “ 
William “ 18 M Lab  “  “  “ 
Alfd “ 16 M Lab  “  “  “ 
Louisa “ Inf F Inf  “  “  “ 
Minnie “ Inf F Inf  “  “  “ 
……? “ 6 M Child  “  “  “ 

 

This final entry must presumably refer to Edward D Porter, who appears on 
the 1880 census101 with James3 Porter and his family, aged 13 as his son.  He is part of 
the larger Porter household in 1875102, aged 7, but no relationship is given.  
Presumably the D stands for Davies, and this is Eliza’s son, presumably born out of 
wedlock and before she met James3. 

 
James2 and his family would have disembarked in New York at Castle 

Garden103: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Castle Garden 

 
Castle Garden located at the Battery in Lower Manhattan was the  
immigration center for the Port of New York prior to Ellis Island opening  
in 1892.  
 
By all accounts, the most exciting part of the journey was its end, the day of  
arrival, when ships made port and at long last the weary travellers could land.  
New York City was the principal port of entry for immigrants, their path to  
America determined by well-established shipping lanes across the Atlantic  
Ocean. The nation's largest seaport since the 1820's, New York was also a  

                                                 
101 http://home.ancestry.com/ , Family History Film 1254392. NA Film no. T9-0392 p. 189A, 1880 
census, Ridgeway, Osage, Kansas 
102 http://home.ancestry.com/, Kansas State census Collection 1875. 
103 http://njgsbc.org/files/immigration/ship04.html#castle  

http://home.ancestry.com/
http://home.ancestry.com/
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major railroad hub that offered access to nearly every part of the country.  
Because of the waves of newcomers entering the city, New York was the first  
port to open an immigration depot - Castle Garden, a massive stone structure  
built in 1808 as a fort. It later served as an opera house until 1855, when  
New York State authorities transformed it into a landing station. Castle  
Garden's primary purpose was not to inspect, but to protect hapless  
newcomers from the crooks, prostitutes, and swindlers, that prowled the  
piers looking for easy marks. Within Castle Garden's walls, immigrants  
could exchange money, purchase food and rail tickets, attend to baggage,  
and obtain information about boarding houses and employment.  

 

From New York, I suspect the rest of their journey to Kansas was made by train as 
by the mid-1870s the network was fairly comprehensive. 
 
 So what made this apparently comfortable middle-class family leave their 
business in Liverpool for the New World?  A Wikepedia104 article shows that 
although not all was a bed of roses there were attractions: 
 

Early settlers discovered that Kansas was not the "Great American  
Desert", but they also found that the very harsh climate—with  
tornadoes, blizzards, drought, hail, floods and grasshoppers—made  
for the high risk of a ruined crop. Many early settlers were financially 
ruined...   [However] Immigrants, ... comprised the largest element of  
settlers after 1860; they were attracted by the good soil, low priced  
lands from the railroad companies, and (if they were American citizens)  
the chance to homestead 160 acres (0.65 km2) and receive title to the land  
at no cost from the federal government. 

 
On the Great Plains very few single men attempted to operate a farm or  
ranch; farmers clearly understood the need for a hard-working wife, 
and numerous children, to handle the many chores, including  
child-rearing, feeding and clothing the family, managing the  
housework, feeding the hired hands....  During the early years of  
settlement in the late 19th century, farm women played an integral  
role in assuring family survival by working outdoors.  

 
Liverpool, in the 1870s, was in the grip of emigration fever.  As a Liverpool Maritime 
Archives and Library Information Sheet105 puts it: 
 

In the 19
th 

century, Liverpool rose to become, after London, the second  
port of the British Empire and one of the greatest ports in the world.  
This was primarily due to her role as the main 'western gateway' for the 
raw materials and finished goods of the industrial revolution, which was  
then taking place in the mills and factories of Lancashire, Yorkshire and  

                                                 
104 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_Kansas 
105 http://www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/maritime/archive/sheet/34  
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the Midlands. Liverpool's ships, their owners, builders and sailors,  
became famous throughout the world and played a major part in  
developing Britain's trading links with North and South America, West 
Africa, the Middle and Far East and Australia. During this century  
several million emigrants sailed from Liverpool to the rapidly  
developing 'New World' countries.  

 
 At the beginning of 1871 it was reported106 that: 
 
 The total number of passengers that sailed from Liverpool during  

1871 was 155,852, which shows an increase of 3,154 on 1870... 68,509  
[were] English... 

 
The following year the numbers had risen again107: 
 
 The Spring tide of emigration from the Mersey this year promises to be  

one of the highest for many years past, and the most extraordinary and 
principal feature in the exodus is the departure of agricultural labourers  
and farmers for the United States. 

 
In addition to the hype in the papers, there were regular adverts for steamships 
sailing to New York.  The Porter family must have seen neighbours and customers 
setting off for the New World, and eventually, the lure of adventure maybe just 
became too much for them. 
 

Kansas is part of America’s Midwest, and lies almost half-way between the 
northern and southern boundaries of the United States, slightly to the east of the 
midway point between the oceans.  It formed part of the Louisiana Purchase of 
territory from France in 1803 and was, and is a very productive state agriculturally.  
Kansas joined the Union in 1861, so was a relatively new state when James2 and his 
family first arrived.  The family settled at Ridgeway, in Osage County, named after 
the local river, which in turn took its name from the local Indian tribe.  The famous 
Santa Fe Trail ran close by. Founded in 1859, the county was growing fast in the 
1870s108. In 1870, the whole of it, made up of 17 townships, had a population of only 
7,648; by 1875 it was 10,268 and by1880 this had swollen to 19,642.  However, the 
Porters didn’t pick a good year to begin farming, as 1874 saw a second plague of 
grasshoppers109 (the first was in 1866): 
 

In the summer of 1874, the grasshoppers again appeared in myriads. It was  
just at the close of the small grain harvest and little damage was done except  
to corn and gardens. Late crops of all kinds were utterly destroyed. But little  
corn was raised. During the following winter times were very hard, and  

                                                 
106 http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/, Liverpool Mail 5.1.1872 
107 http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/, Liverpool Mail 26.4.1873 
108 https://www.kshs.org/geog/geog_counties/view/county:OS  
109 http://www.kancoll.org/books/cutler/osage/osage-co-p3.html      
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many citizens were compelled to accept aid sent in from Eastern States.  
[Grasshopper] Eggs were again deposited, which hatched out in the spring,  
and the fields of growing grain swarmed with young grasshoppers. The small  
grain crop was somewhat injured, but the corn crop was good, as the pests  
had left the country by June 1. Still suffering from the partial failure of the  
year before, there were probably more privations endured until the crop of  
1876 could be gathered, than at any other time since the very early years of the 
settlement of the country.   

 
 By 1875, the family was farming at Ridgeway110 and recorded together in the 
census:  
 

James Porter 53 M W Farmer     674* 339* England England 
Ann    “ 57 F “ Wife   “  “ 
William “ 18 M “ Farming  “  “ 
Alfred    “ 17 “ “      “   “  “ 
Edward “ 7 “ “    “  “ 
Louey    “ 5 F “    “  “ 
Lilly    “ 3 “ “    “  “ 
James Porter jnr 23 M W Farming  “  “ 
Eliza       “ 24 F “    “  “ 

 

The two asterisked figures are in columns headed ‘value of ?estate’ and ‘value of 
personal property’.  James and James jnr are both at dwelling house no. 197 but 
listed as family 203 and 204.  The W in the fourth column signifies white race! 
 
 In the national census of 1880111, the two James’ households are listed 
separately, and William and Alfred have moved on, though the rest are still at 
Ridgeway.  The first column is year of birth while the final one refers to parents’ 
birthplace: 
 

1824      James Porter   Self  M   Male     W  56     Eng   Farmer   Eng     Eng 
1820      Ann Porter      W   M    Female W  60     Eng   Keeping  Eng    Eng 

          House 
 

James3 was enumerated with his wife Eliza, son Edward D, 13, who worked on the 
farm, daughters Elizabeth and Louise – 8 and 7, sons James and George H – 3 and 1, 
and one month old Ada.  Louise is wrongly recorded as being born in Kansas, which 
her younger siblings were.  James3 describes himself as a farm labourer and records 
Edward as working on farm, so presumably the whole family was running the same 
property.  The brief 1895 state census112 gives no place of residence, but records a 
household containing James2 aged 72, Ann, aged 76 and George, aged 16. 
              

                                                 
110 Kansas State Census Collection 1st March 1875 (Courtesy of Kent Sperry) 
111 TNA, Family History Film 1254392. NA Film no. T9-0392 p. 189A 
112 Kansas State Census Collection 1895 (Courtesy of Kent Sperry) 
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Tree 22 - Alfred Sutton Porter's family

Alfred Sutton
Porter

Born: 5 December 1858
in Liverpool, Lancs

Baptism: 15 October
1858

St Peter's Liverpool
Died: 6 March 1930

in Riley County,
Kansas

Clara
Laughlin

Married: 23 October
1883

in Manhatten, Kansas
Died: 7 January 1939

in Riley County,
Kansas

William Leslie
Porter

Born: 30 September
1884

in Kansas

Alpha I
Porter

Born: September 1886
in Kansas

Russell C
Porter

Born: 7 October 1888
in Kansas

Lena N
Porter

Born: February 1891
in Kansas

 By 1900, when the next national census113 was taken, James2 and Ann were 
living in Marion Township in nearby Douglas County.  More detailed than the 
earlier ones, it adds February 1823 as James’ date of birth and October 1819 for Ann, 
both of which fit with their baptismal dates.  James is recorded as 77 and Ann as 80, 
and both immigrated 26 years earlier.  They note that they have been married 54 
years.  James is recorded as a farmer, and Ann has born nine children, five of whom 
are living.  This is one more child than has been traced, so either she misremembered 
– which seems unlikely - or there was a stillborn child which was never baptised at 
some point. James2, Ann and their 21 year old grandson, George H Porter, farmer, 
born September 1878, all put ‘yes’ in the columns asking whether they can read, 
write and speak English. 
 
 James3 by this time114 had moved to Topeka City and was working as a 
carpenter. His household consisted of his wife Eliza and two younger children, 
Nellie and Charles, born 1882 and 4 respectively.  By 1910115, and a widow, he was 
living with his married daughter Louise, and enumerated as a book-keeper.  His 
wife Eliza had died in 1907.  James3 died on 31st October 1918 and was buried in 
Topeka Cemetery116.  In 1900117, Alfred Sutton, married to Clara Laughlin since 1883, 
was to be found at Manhattan Township in Riley Kansas, with children William, 
Alpha, Russell and Lena, all born in Kansas (see tree 22 – p. 108). Alfred died on 6th 
March 1930 and was buried in Sunset Cemetery, Riley County, Kansas118.  His wife 
Clara died nine years later. 
 

 
 

The other son who emigrated with his parents, William, married Emily Pike 
in Topeka in 1889, but has only been found on the 1920119 census, when he appears 

                                                 
113 https://familysearch.org/ , 1900 census, ED 67, Marion Township 
114 https://familysearch.org/ , 1900 census, ED 150, Precinct 4, Topeka City, Ward 2 
115 https://familysearch.org/ , 1910 census, ED154, Shawnee, Topeka Ward 2 
116 http://www.findagrave.com/ 
117 https://familysearch.org/ , 1900 census, ED 107, Manhattan Township, Manhattan City, Ward 1-4 
118 http://www.findagrave.com/ 
119 https://familysearch.org/ , 1920 census, ED 157, Shawnee, Topeka Ward 2 
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http://www.findagrave.com/
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as a divorced uncle in the household of Henry Service, and working as a clerk for the 
Santa Fe Railroad.  He died in 1932 and lies in Topeka Cemetery120. 
 
 I have not followed the next generation of Porters in Kansas, with the 
exception of William Leslie Porter, son of Alfred, who made a sufficient name for 
himself to appear in A Standard History of Kansas and Kansans121, published in 1918. In 
the second decade of the 20th century he took on public office as Commissioner of 
Parks and Public Properties.  In this role he had considerable influence in areas like 
public health, and was instrumental in reducing infant mortality, providing open 
spaces for recreation and converting an existing building into a sanatorium for TB 
patients.  Having detailed his achievements, the article goes on to give interesting 
biographical information: 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

William Leslie Porter 
 

William Leslie Porter is a native of Kansas, and was born in Douglas  
County September 30, 1884. He was one of the four children of Alfred  
Sutton and Clara (Laughlin) Porter. His maternal grandfather was a pioneer  
in the west, was a trader among the Indians, and for some years prior to the  
building of continental railways conducted wagon trains from the Missouri  
River to Colorado Springs. He was killed by lightning while sitting under a  
tree and engaged in making a trade with an Indian. After his death his widow 
conducted the wagon trains herself for several years, and finally settled at 
Manhattan, Kansas, where her daughter Mrs. A S. Porter now lives. Alfred S.  
Porter was born in Liverpool, England, but when a child was brought to  
Kansas by his father James Porter, who located on a farm southwest of  
Lawrence. Before coming to this country they had heard a great deal about  

                                                 
120 http://www.findagrave.com/ 
121 http://www.ksgenweb.org/archives/1918ks/biop/porterwl.html  
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Kansas, such as to lead them to expect that they could pick money off the  
trees. They made their first crops in the year 1871 [sic]. That was the first  
incursion of the grasshopper pest, and the complete destruction of their crops  
all but discouraged them in their enterprise in the new land. However, James  
Porter and son were of true pioneer fibre, and they kept up their work until 
they reached a degree of material success which enabled James Porter to retire  
in 1899. He then moved to Topeka, where he died in 1903. His widow died in 
September, 1905, and both are laid to rest in the Topeka Cemetery. Alfred  
Sutton Porter was married in 1883 to Miss Laughlin. He continued farming  
until 1894, when while engaged in lifting a heavy burden he wrenched his  
back and had to give up the active work of the farm.  
 
At that crisis in the family affairs William L. Porter was just ten years of age.  
He was small in stature, but being the oldest child he had to assume the major  
share of responsibilities and act as head of the household. He was so small  
that it was necessary for him to stand on a chair while harnessing the horses  
but he nobly performed a man's work and did practically everything connected  
with farming, plowing, harvesting and thus continued until he was thirteen.  
At that time his mother being ambitious to give her children a better education 
induced her husband to move to Manhattan, where she conducted a boarding  
house in the residential district for a time. A. S. Porter on recovering from his  
injury subsequently engaged in the real estate business under the title of Blue  
Valley Real Estate Company, with Seth Yenowine as a partner. A few years  
later he sold his interests to Mr. Yenowine and formed with Walter More the  
Manhattan Realty Company, in which he is still active. In 1913 he was  
appointed police judge by the mayor and also holds that position, and is one  
of the prominent men of Manhattan.  
 
Such were the circumstances and conditions environing the early life of  
William L. Porter. Prior to the injury to his father he had attended the country 
schools, and when the family moved to Manhattan he went to public school  
there and for a year was in the Kansas State Agricultural College in the  
preparatory department. Leaving Manhattan he moved to Topeka and  
learned the plumbing trade under Frank P. Edison. After completing his 
apprenticeship he again returned to the Kansas Agricultural College for a  
technical course, and was a student there a year and a half. One of his  
school mates at the time was Miss Gweneth May Petty. On August 1,  
1907, this young couple went to Liberty, Missouri, and were married in  
that city. They kept their marriage a secret from their friends and parents  
for about six months.  
 
Then in January, 1908, Mr. and Mrs. Porter went to El Paso, Texas. He was  
there only about six months, and owing to the hard times brought on by the  
panic of 1907 he returned to Topeka and entered the services of the H. E.  
Shaffer Plumbing Company. He remained with that concern until the spring  
of 1913, when he was called by the citizens to his present office as  
commissioner of parks and public property.  
 
On coming to Topeka Mr. Porter joined the Plumbers' Union, was a  
delegate to its various conventions, and his popularity among its members  
and his interest in public affairs caused him to be urged by the labor union  
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as a candidate for the office he now holds. Mr. Porter is a past president of  
the Plumbers' Union and past president of the Industrial Council at Topeka.  
He is a Mason and also a member of the Knights and Ladies of Security.  

 

William Leslie died of a heart attack in November 1957122, while out hunting quail, 
and was buried in Mount Hope Cemetery, Topeka.   He had two children, William 
Watty and Patricia; the former served in both the Kansas House of Representatives 
and Kansas State Senate123. 
 

 To return to James2; as the article above states, he moved to Topeka on 
retirement, and it was there he died on 6th June 1903, at 301, Chandler Street.  The 
cause of death was given as old age.  He was buried in Topeka Cemetery where a 
stone records his name and the dates 1823-1903.  By the time his wife Ann, 
indomitable old lady that she must have been, died on 16th September 1905, she was 
less than a month short of her 90th birthday.  The City of Topeka Death Record reads: 
 

Anne Porter, 89 years, 11 months, ?2 days, … wid. English,  
b. Wellington, England, reside at 912, East 2nd Street. 

 

The cause of death was given as paralysis and old age.  Her name also appears on 
the gravestone she shares with James2 in Topeka Cemetery, but mis-recorded as Ann 
Booth, not Boote, and giving her year of birth as 1815 not 16. 

 
Memorial to James and Ann Porter – Topeka Cemetery 

 
 
 
 

See Part 3 for continuation 
 

                                                 
122 http://www.findagrave.com/, The Topeka Daily Capital, 21.11. 1957 
123 http://www.findagrave.com/ 
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